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sentences by putting a comma before the relative pronoun.
Even in the first sentence the length of the relative clause is
no sufficient excuse; and in all the others we should abolish
the comma without hesitation.
The same quickness of sympathy which had served him well in his
work among the East End poor, enabled him to pour feeling into the
figures of a bygone age.—eryce.
One of its agents is our will, but that which expresses itself in our will,
is stronger than our will.—EMERSON.
The very interesting class of objects to which these belong, do not
differ from the rest of the material universe.—BALFOUR.
And thus, the great men who were identified with the war, began
slowly to edge over to the party ,. .—L. STEPHEN.
In becoming a merchant-gild the body of citizens who formed the
e town', enlarged their powers of civic legislation.—J. R. green.
In the two sentences that now follow from Mr. Morleyv
the offending comma of the first parts centre, which is what
grammarians call the oblique complement, from its verb made;
the offending comma of the second parts the direct object
groups from its verb drew. Every one will allow that the
sentences are clumsy; most people will allow that the
commas are illogical. As for us, we do not say that, if
the words are to be kept as they are, the commas should
be omitted ; but we do say that a good writer, when he found
himself reduced to illogical commas, should have taken the
trouble to rearrange his words.
De Maistre was never more clear-sighted than when he made a vigorous,
and deliberate onslaught upon Bacon, the centre of his movement against
revolutionary principles.—morley.
In saying that the Encyclopaedists began a political work, what is
meant is that they drew into the light of new ideas, groups of institutions,
usages, and arrangements which affected the well-being of France, as
closely as nutrition affected the health and strength of an individual
Frenchman.—morlsy.
It may be added, by way of concluding this section, that
the insertion of a comma in the middle of an absolute construc-
tion, which is capable, as was shown in the sentence about
Colonel Hutchinson and the governor, of having very bad ,

